
 

 

Brightline To Begin Crew Training and Qualification Runs  
Between West Palm Beach and Cocoa  

 
MIAMI (January 7, 2022) – Brightline is beginning the new year with a critical step toward the completion of 
its intercity rail system connecting Miami and Orlando. Starting Monday, January 17 Brightline will begin 
running qualifying trains between West Palm Beach and Cocoa. The trains will be an opportunity for 
locomotive engineers and train conductors to learn the tracks and territory along a 130 mile stretch of the 
corridor. The trains will NOT carry passengers.  
 
Qualifying trains will operate one round trip a day and are expected to occur daily through 2022. Qualifying 
runs are the federally approved approach to familiarize certified engineers and conductors with new rail 
territory. Operating a train requires engineers and conductors to be intimately familiar with the rail corridor, 
including road crossings, signals, curves and speed restrictions. During qualifying runs, Brightline train crews 
will work with a manager already qualified on the territory, who will provide oversight and instruction.  
 
Brightline trains will be operating at freight speeds, with maximum speeds of 60 miles per hour. For 
qualifying runs, Brightline trains will NOT be operating faster than 60 miles per hour.  
 
Per federal statute, Brightline and freight trains will be required to blow the horn as they approach at-grade 
crossings or in an emergency situation. 
 
Brightline is reminding the public, pedestrians, motorists and cyclists to make safe choices around trains 
and crossings, always expect a train and obey all traffic laws and signals around crossings. The safety 
message is simple: look, listen, live.  

 

• Do not drive or walk around crossing gates when they are down. It is dangerous and illegal.  

• Remain alert and aware when near railroad tracks, remember trains operate in both directions. 

• Only cross the tracks at a railroad crossing and never walk alongside the tracks, which is dangerous 
and illegal.  

• Never stop on the tracks. 
 

Construction on Brightline’s extension to Orlando is more than 70% complete and spans from the Brightline 
West Palm Beach station to the Orlando station at Orlando International Airport. To date, the project 
employs more than 1,300 workers who have worked 4.7M man hours. The north-south corridor between 
West Palm Beach and Cocoa includes 156 railroad crossings that are being upgraded with safety 
improvements. Improvements have been completed on more than half of the crossings with the additional 
crossing work to be completed this year. Brightline expects to reach substantial completion of the Orlando 
extension by the end of 2022 and begin service in early 2023.  
 

We encourage the press to post on social media to alert the public on Brightline’s work. Brightline will be 
posting announcements on its social channels as well: Twitter and Instagram.  

https://twitter.com/GoBrightline
https://www.instagram.com/gobrightline/


 

 
The following information is also available on the Brightline website, Questions can be directed to Katie 
Mitzner, Brightline Director of Public Affairs at katie.mitzner@gobrightline.com or 407-502-3587.

 
ABOUT BRIGHTLINE 
Brightline is the only provider of modern, eco-friendly, intercity rail service in America. The company currently 
operates between Miami, Fort Lauderdale, and West Palm Beach in Florida and is scheduled to complete 
construction to the Orlando International Airport by the end of 2022. Brightline was recognized by Fast 
Company as one of the Most Innovative Companies in travel, offering a guest-first experience designed to 
reinvent train travel and take cars off the road. Brightline plans to bring its award-winning service to additional 
city pairs and congested corridors across the country that are too close to fly and too long to drive, with 
immediate plans to connect Las Vegas to Southern California. For more information, visit 
www.gobrightline.com and follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. 
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